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(WLTP), thanks to a combined fuel economy 
figure of 156.9mpg. You’ll have to do mostly 
short journeys and charge after each one to 
achieve that (otherwise it just becomes 
an overweight petrol), but you’ll benefit 
from very low company car tax bills even 
if you don’t.

We’ve had a look around the xDrive25e, 
and there’s little to tell it apart visually. 
Stuffing a battery under the rear seats has 
resulted in a slight compromise on rear 
seat space, though, so tall adults will find 
their heads brushing the roof where they 
wouldn’t in a petrol or diesel X1. Some 
underfloor boot space is taken up, too, but 
this isn’t noticeable, because it’s where the 
spare wheel sits in other models. 

Anyway, deliveries of the xDrive25e won’t 
start until later next year and pricing hasn’t 
been announced yet, so let’s focus on what 
you can have now.

Inside, the standard 6.5in display has been 
ditched in favour of an 8.8in touchscreen, 
and this can be upgraded to a new 10.3in 
item. BMW’s iDrive continues to be the 
very finest infotainment system available, 
being packed with features and brilliantly 
simple to use, because you can use the dial 

controller and shortcut buttons mounted 
between the front seats instead of prodding 
the screen.

The interior remains fantastically 
executed, with first-class build quality, 
and there are now more ambient lighting 
options. The driving position is what you’d 
hope for from a family SUV: high enough 
while still providing plenty of adjustability 
and good visibility. 

On top of that, the X1 remains one of the 
most spacious and practical family SUVs, 
with lots of space for passengers 
and luggage.

And to drive? Well, we could get our 
hands only on the xDrive25i, which won’t be 
coming to the UK, but with no mechanical 
changes from the pre-facelift model, the 
X1 remains great to drive. Its steering 
is weighty and precise and its handling 
is pleasingly agile. The ride is firm as a 
consequence, especially around town, but 
you could easily live with it, and it smooths 
out on the motorway. 

Refinement is a weakness of the X1 at all 
speeds, however; there’s a fair bit of road 
roar and the engine stop-start system could 
be a smoother operator.

WE’VE BEEN VERY impressed with the latest 
BMW X3. It holds a five-star road test rating, 
putting it on an equal footing with its chief 
rival, the Audi Q5, and a whole star ahead 
of the Land Rover Discovery Sport. And now 
BMW is broadening its appeal to green-
minded drivers, because it has launched  
a plug-in hybrid version.

Dubbed the xDrive30e, the model was 
revealed at the last Geneva motor show 
and is now on sale. It’s powered by a 
combination of a 2.0-litre petrol engine  
and an electric motor, together  
producing 248bhp. 

With a 0-62mph time of 6.1sec, this X3 
is already reasonably rapid, but an extra 
40bhp is temporarily available by utilising 
all of the electric motor’s reserves – a boost 

BMW X3 xDrive30e
Plug-in hybrid version of BMW’s rival to the Audi Q5 has a 28-mile electric-only range and a classy interior 
Price from £47,565 

‘The hybrid system 
produces 248bhp, 
with an extra 40bhp 
available temporarily’
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that should make overtakes a breeze. The 
gearbox is an eight-speed automatic, and 
you also get BMW’s four-wheel drive system 
for extra traction on greasy roads, or if you 
want to venture into the wilderness.

Officially, the xDrive30e can cover up to  
28 miles on electric power from a single 
charge. The battery is located under the  
rear seats in a bid to save storage space 
inside, but even so, this X3 has a smaller  
boot than conventionally powered X3s to 
the tune of 100 litres. Still, there should be 
enough space left to suit the average family.

Elsewhere, the xDrive30e is identical to 
regular X3 models. That means you get the 
same comfortable interior and  
class-leading iDrive infotainment system that 
we’ve praised in other models.

The xDrive30e costs slightly more than the 
equivalent regular X3, with prices starting 
from £47,565. It will go up against new 

ON SALE NOW

X3 xDrive30e promises 
strong performance and 

potentially low running costs

plug-in hybrid versions of the Audi Q5 (due 
for launch later this year) and Land Rover 
Discovery Sport.

Buyers wanting more electrified BMW SUVs 
won’t have to wait for long, because the fully 
electric iX3 luxury SUV will join the plug-in 
hybrid X3 on sale next year. 

Set to rival the Audi E-tron, Jaguar I-Pace and 
Mercedes-Benz EQC, the iX3 will be powered 
by two electric motors – one on each axle – 
and should be capable of covering at least 
200 miles on a charge.

In the UK, there will be front-wheel drive 
(sDrive) and four-wheel drive (xDrive) on 
offer, but our experiences suggest sDrive is 
all you need unless you live up a snow-capped 
mountain. And the choice of petrol and diesel 
engines is carried over, so the 148bhp sDrive18d 
will most likely remain the pick of the range, 
having more grunt than the sDrive18i and 
sDrive20i turbocharged petrols but lower 
running costs than the 187bhp xDrive20d.

Evidently, this facelift is more of a subtle 
reinvigoration for the X1 rather than a 
comprehensive reworking. The Evoque and 
XC40 continue to lead the way in the class as 
brilliant all-rounders, but the X1’s practicality 
and excellent interior mean it’s still well 
worth your consideration, while the new 
plug-in hybrid version should help it stand 
out further.

Not much has changed, but 
that means the X1 remains a 
plush and practical family SUV
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